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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2016-332
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Crescimbeni
Date of Introduction: May 10, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: F, R
Date of Analysis: May 12, 2016
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendments
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 602 – Jacksonville Ethics Code – to change the extent of the Office of Inspector General’s authority from “the City” to “the entire consolidated government”, defined as the executive and legislative branches, the Constitutional officers, the various independent authorities and boards, and the School Board and authorizes the IG to establish and post rules and procedures to provide for enforcement of this authority.  It deletes Sec. 602.303(s) regarding the power of the Inspector General to negotiate and execute memoranda of understanding with the independent authorities and constitutional officers to provide oversight, audits and investigations on a cost recovery fee basis.
Background Information: The Office of Inspector General was created in 2010, disbanded in 2013 and re-established via Ordinance 2014-519-E. At the time of its re-establishment in 2014 the issue of the breadth of the IG’s jurisdiction was debated as to whether it should have jurisdiction over the City’s independent authorities and Constitutional officers or not. The ordinance provided an option for the authorities and Constitutional officers to negotiate voluntary agreements or memoranda of understanding with IG for that office to provide independent oversight of their transactions, projects and operations on a fee basis. A subsequent referendum on the March 2015 City First Election ballot was approved by the voters to definitively extend the IG’s jurisdiction to cover all independent authorities and Constitutional officers. This bill amends the Ethics Code’s definition of “entire consolidated government” to include all boards, commissions and Constitutional officers in the definition and thereby within the jurisdiction of the IG’s Office.
Policy Impact Area: Inspector General jurisdiction.
Fiscal Impact: The Referendum Fiscal Impact Estimating Committee adopted the following estimate for the voter referendum establishing IG jurisdiction over the independent authorities and Constitutional officers: “Increasing the scope of the Inspector General will require the additional cost of hiring subject matter professionals, although with no guarantee, it has the potential through its findings to produce taxpayer savings to offset those costs and save additional dollars.”
Analyst: Clements
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